Art & Craft

The Ashburton District is renowned for its diversity of art and craft. From a public art gallery, which attracts a variety of
local, national and international touring exhibitions, to dozens of private art and craft galleries displaying work created by
our well-known artists, the district is a region that delights in expressing creativity.

The Ashburton Art Gallery presents an exciting and innovative exhibition programme, regular floortalks, free children’s
educational activities and music & performing art events throughout the year.

Ashford Art & Craft Village is the home of the spinning wheel and a cluster of shops on State Highway One in Ashburton,
selling everything from handmade pottery and jewellery to artwork and antiques.

Ashburton’s new state of the art event centre is a fantastic venue to enjoy the vibrant local and national productions held
throughout the year.

At various times of the year the district becomes a haven for art and craft enthusiasts from around New Zealand, with many
different festivals including the biannual Minerals to Art Festival at Mt Somers, the annual Methven Summer School and Methven
Craft Fair and the weekly Rakaia Craft Markets held on the second Sunday of each month from September to March.

The Ashburton Society of Arts has a very strong membership per head of population and holds regular workshops during
the year with nationally recognised tutors. Their annual art exhibition featuring art works from local and guest artists is a
must see.

www.ashburtondistrict.co.nz




